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Alumnus Saavedra Released from Jail SAO Spends $40k
on New Website
DAVID MCCABE

Marco Saavedra ’11 was
released from jail last Thursday, Sept. 8 after his arrest in
Charlotte, N.C. (“Kenyon
Alumnus Arrested at Protest,” Sept. 8, 2011). As part
of a protest against several recent policies affecting immigration enforcement, he publicly revealed himself as an
undocumented immigrant.
He was arrested for disorderly conduct and impeding
traffic on Tuesday, Sept. 6.
The protestors never attempted to hide that many
of them were undocumented, according to Saavedra.
“When we went in to be processed by immigration, we
made a decision as a group
that we would be as blunt
and straightforward about
our citizenship status, when
we came into the country,
and where we were from, so
that they would search that,
but we didn’t give them any
information about our families,” he said.

He explained why public
records show that an Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detainer
was placed on him while
local authorities told The
Charlotte Observer that no
detainers were issued. On
the morning of Wednesday,
Sept. 6, officials were told not
to proceed with immigration
charges against the seven being held, Saavedra said.
“They came by and they
took the paper away that said
there was an ICE hold on me
and that I was a Mexican national. For the women, they
actually tore the paper up,”
he said.
Saavedra and the six others who “came out” as undocumented did so to protest
what they say is a tide of antiimmigrant legislation that
has come down from Congress in the last few years, including the Secure Communities Act, which allows local
law enforcement officials to
investigate the immigration
status of people arrested for

The Student Activities Office adopted OrgSync, a new web system
chosen to replace Community. A
three-year contract for the site
cost the College $40,000.
MARIKA GARLAND

COURTESY OF NICK TORRES

Marco Saavedra was arrested at a protest in North Carolina,
where he “came out” as an undocumented immigrant.
something as small as a traffic violation, and the 287(g)
program, which trained local
law enforcement officers in
immigration enforcement.
The latter program, Saavedra says, has blurred the

lines for immigrants dealing
with the criminal justice system. “You don’t know where
immigration enforcement
ends and where the criminal
see SAAVEDRA, page 2

AIB Hears Record Number of Cases

Last year, a total of 19 students faced charges of academic infractions.
MARIKA GARLAND
Professors begin each year
by urging students to respect
academic integrity. This year,
however, many of their usual
speeches were accompanied
by warnings about last year’s
record-high number of Academic Infractions Board
(AIB) cases. The AIB tried
15 cases with a total of 19 students last year, 17 of whom
were found guilty, according
to Ric Sheffield, the associate provost who oversees AIB
cases. These numbers represent a 50 percent increase in
charges from the year before.
“We’re concerned because
it has been a trend that we’re
seeing increasing numbers of
students,” Sheffield said. “We
have seen increases in the past
five years, not just in the number of cases but the number of
students.” Before last year, the

largest number of students to
face the AIB in one year was
16.
“The statistics are disturbing,” AIB Chair and Professor of Philosophy Yang Xiao
said. “They’re worrisome.”
AIB Cases
Last year’s AIB heard cases from a variety of academic
departments, according to
Xiao. Two cases came from
each of the following departments: integrated program
in humane studies (IPHS),
economics, sociology, English
and philosophy, while one
case came from each of these
departments: mathematics,
physics, biology, anthropology and religious studies.
Other statistics relating to the AIB cases were
more skewed. Approximately
75 percent of the students
charged were male, accord-

ing to Sheffield. In addition,
about 70 percent of the students involved were charged
with plagiarism, and the remaining 30 percent faced
accusations of either inappropriate collaboration with
other students or impermissible use of materials. “My
sense is that the vast majority
of these infractions are unintentional,” Sheffield said. “It’s
largely sloppiness.”
Sheffield added, however,
that some of these cases were
clearly the result of intentional academic dishonesty. For
example, one student allegedly hid a textbook in a bathroom during a test and repeatedly left to refer to it, he said.
Other cases involved students
copying other students’ work,
which resulted in all involved
students coming before the
AIB so board members could
determine which students

created the original work
and which copied it. “That’s
a particularly egregious offence,” because it forces an innocent student to go through
the hearing process, Sheffield
said.
Consequences
The AIB consists of three
faculty members, each serving a two-year term, and two
students appointed by Student Council’s Academic Affairs Committee. At the end
of a hearing, the AIB writes
a recommendation to Sheffield about whether there is
sufficient evidence and what,
if any, punishment the accused party should receive.
“It’s much like a court of law,”
Sheffield, who has been writing the AIB decisions for the
past seven years, said. “The
see AIB, page 2

Using funds raised
through
the
Student
Activities Fee, the Student
Activities Office spent
$40,000 on a three-year
contract with OrgSync, a
website designed to manage
student organizations.
Director of Student
Activities and Greek Life
Christina
Mastrangelo
said she recommended the
system because it offers
a more easily navigable
alternative to Community,
the website previously used
at Kenyon.
“When I got to Kenyon
[in July 2010], I was honestly
disappointed with the
Community system, and its
palette was not user-friendly,
and so that’s what prompted
me to start looking at …
other options similar to
Community,” Mastrangelo
said. She heard positive
feedback about OrgSync
from Denison University
and
Ohio
Wesleyan
University at a Great Lakes
Colleges
Association
(GLCA) conference.
Some students at John
Carroll University, however,
are not fans of OrgSync.
In an editorial, the staff of
The Carroll News called it
“excessive when taking into
account the fact that current
sites such as Facebook and
Twitter already exist as
networking tools for many
organizations.”
In
addition,
the
Associated
Engineering
Student Body (AESB) at
California State University
Long Beach unanimously
voted to oppose a resolution
to install OrgSync because

of its cost, according to The
Daily 49er.
For Kenyon, the yearly
cost of OrgSync is $12,000,
which is a $3,000 increase
from the $9,000 yearly fee
for Community, according
to
Mastrangelo.
The
$40,000 fee the College has
already paid includes three
years of service, start-up
fees, security software and
training, which will occur
this Saturday, Sept.17.
“I would say [this
situation] is rough,” Business
and Finance Committee
(BFC) Co-Chair Tyler
Furste ’12 said. “Spending
the $40,000 on this software
is something that came at
a time unfortunately when
the amount of funds that
people are requesting has
just shot through the roof.”
Like funds for student
organizations, the money to
purchase OrgSync services
came from the Student
Activities Fee, which is
allocated by the BFC. Each
Kenyon student, except
those studying abroad, pays
$270 per year toward this fee.
Last year, both the BFC and
Student Council approved
the proposal to enter into
a contract with OrgSync.
“Part of the Student
Council is obviously being
in the best interest of the
organizations,” Mastrangelo
said.
The Student Activities
Fee also covers the
Mount Vernon Shuttle,
the College’s New York
Times subscription, funds
for class councils and all
funds allocated to student
organizations. “A lot of
see ACTIVTIES, page 4
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AIB: Board Members Hope to Decrease Number of Cases
From page 1

punishment should fit the
crime.”
Sheffield then checks that
any recommended penalties
are consistent with similar
cases from the past and makes
the final decision. “Sometimes,
when I read these decisions, I
think the AIB has been a bit
more lenient that I might have
been, but I rarely ignore the recommendation,” he said.
Most guilty verdicts result
in penalties two or three times
the weight of the assignment
on which the student engaged
in academically dishonest behavior, according to Sheffield.
For example, if the AIB finds
a student guilty of cheating on
an assignment worth 20 percent of a course grade, the student could face a penalty that
makes 40 or 60 percent of the
course grade an F, which can
result in the student failing the
entire course. “The penalty for
an academic infraction should
be more severe than if you’d

just failed the [assignment] on
your own,” Sheffield said.
In addition, last year, two
cases ended with students failing the senior exercise, and one
student was suspended from
the College. The suspended
student received such a harsh
punishment because he or she
involved an innocent student
and had already been convicted of a prior academic infraction, according to Sheffield. “I
would have probably actually
expelled the student,” he said.
“If you’re cheating and you got
someone else involved, you’re
probably going to get hammered.” He added that a student’s past record also plays
a large role in determining a
punishment. “It’s not likely on
a first offence that you’d be suspended,” he said.
Two of last year’s cases
ended with not guilty verdicts
rather than punishments. The
AIB found one student not
guilty of a charge of inappropriate collaboration, and another student received a not

guilty verdict only after an appeal to the provost, according
to Sheffield. “That’s probably
the first successful appeal I’ve
seen in five years,” he said.
Consequences for students
found guilty, however, can last
even beyond their years at Kenyon. Graduate schools often
ask about records before admitting students. “This year, I
had to write a letter for a student who applied to law school,
and I had to say, ‘Yes, there is a
record of this student having
committed an academic infraction,’” Sheffield said. “It’s
something I never want to do,
but that’s part of the record,
and the College has to be honest and forthright about it. …
The consequences of cheating
when caught are so great that it
really can’t be worth it.”
Possible Reasons for the
Increase in Cases
Both Sheffield and Xiao
said they are making an effort
to determine why the number
of AIB cases increased so dras-

tically last year. “I think it may
have to do with many factors,
one of which might be that we
now have new technology, both
new technology that makes accidental plagiarism more likely
to happen and new technology
that makes it easier to detect
plagiarism,” Xiao said. “I don’t
think our students have suddenly become morally worse.”
One aspect of this new
technology is turnitin.com, a
website that detects plagiarism.
Last year was the first year that
Kenyon subscribed to this program, so more and more faculty
members are starting to use it,
according to Sheffield. “With
the state of cases of plagiarism,
the increased concern [and] the
laxity we’re seeing with some
students, we decided to make
it available to our faculty,” he
said. He added that he encourages students to use this website themselves so that they can
detect any cases of their own
accidental plagiarism.
Sheffield also said that
panic plays a role in motivat-

ing plagiarism. “The temptation seems to be greater among
high-achieving students,” he
said. “They have more at stake
than students who are lower
achievers.”

Potential Solutions
“Having Yang Xiao, who
is a professor of philosophy
and teaches ethics, [as the AIB
chair] I think is fabulous because he may be able to help us
have some insights into these
sorts of ethical dilemmas,”
Sheffield said.
As this year’s AIB Chair,
Xiao already began working
to lessen the number of AIB
cases when he asked all professors at the College to mention
last year’s statistics on the first
day of classes. He said he is also
“determined to do a lot of educational programs on campus
this year. They include educating students about the seriousness of plagiarism as a violation
of the most sacred codes of academic conduct [and] alerting
students [to] the grave conse-

quences of committing plagiarism.”
Xiao said he plans to continue to work with other professors as well. “We will also
encourage professors to teach
in more detail about proper
citation rules,” he said. “Our
students need to learn how to
avoid accidental plagiarism.”
The Academic Affairs
Committee is another group
on campus working to improve
the AIB statistics. “Everybody on the Academic Affairs
Committee is really concerned
about the 50 percent increase
in AIB cases,” Vice President
for Academic Affairs Hannah
Stewart ’12 said. “One of our
biggest goals for the semester
is to investigate why these cases
happen and whether Academic
Affairs can prevent these cases
in the future.”
Academic dishonesty is a
problem at schools across the
country, Sheffield said. “It’s not
just Kenyon — it’s happening
everywhere — but maybe we
can take a leadership role here.”

Saavedra: “The purpose was to get immigration enforcement to come after us.”
From page 1
justice system begins, or vice versa,
because these are just police officers
who have been trained in immigration enforcement,” he said.
Saavedra also said the Obama
administration has placed undocumented students in limbo, because,
through administrative memos that
do not carry the full force of the law,
it has directed federal officials to
deprioritize the deportation of undocumented youth who would be

eligible for the DREAM Act, but
it has not enabled easier access to
higher education or citizenship for
undocumented students.
“I guess the purpose was to get
immigration enforcement to come
after us and to highlight, as one of
the protesters said, ‘We are not a
priority for immigration or education,’” Saavedra said. “You’re kind of
in eternal purgatory. You’re not going to get citizenship but you’re also
not going to get deported.”
In North Carolina, undocu-

mented students who attended high
school in-state must pay out-of-state
tuition for community colleges like
the one where the protest was held.
Because undocumented students
are more likely to live below the
poverty line, Saavedra said that asking them to pay out-of-state tuition,
which is four times the in-state
price, amounts to making undocumented students into “second-class
citizens.” Additionally, they must
wait to register for classes until all
other students have done so, mak-

Shuttle Hours Reduced
MIKE JEST
Though students often
choose Kenyon for Gambier’s
quiet charms, many enjoy the
opportunity to leave campus
and venture into Mount Vernon. Students without cars
utilize the Mount Vernon
Shuttle, which for years has
departed for Mount Vernon
from the Kenyon College
Bookstore every hour from
4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and from 1:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. on Saturday. On
Sunday, Sept. 4, however, the
Student Council voted to suspend operation of the shuttle
on Mondays on a trial basis.
This decision means that, beginning in October, the shuttle will run only three days a
week.
The change was financially motivated, as increased
demands on the Business
and Finance Committee
(BFC) have left the committee searching for ways to save
money, according to Student Council President Ryan
Motevalli-Oliner ’12. In re-

cent years, the BFC has begun
to pay for student services,
such as the College’s subscription to The New York Times
and the shuttle system. These
amenities now come out of
the student activities fee.
In an effort to make more
money available for student
organizations and activities,
the BFC, led by Rob Mueller ’12 and Tyler Furste ’12,
identified the shuttle service
as a possible budget cut. They
found that with students
flocking to Mount Vernon for
dinner or a movie, the shuttle
was utilized much more frequently on Fridays and Saturdays.
Next, they looked at
Monday and Wednesday,
and found that nearly twice
as many students used the
shuttle on Wednesdays as
compared with Mondays. As
a result, they decided that
Monday was the day that
could go. The BFC found
that they could save roughly
$3,000 per year with this cut,
money which could become
made available to the student
organizations.

So far, much of the buzz
from the student population
has been negative. “I really
don’t like the change, because
it makes it a lot harder to get
off campus,” Nick Rogers ’15
said.
Motevalli-Oliner said he
defends the decision because
it puts money back into the
students’ hands. He admits
that the change may make it
harder for students to reach
Mount Vernon, but in the
end, he believes that “the student activities fee should go to
student activities,” he said.
Additionally, MotevalliOliner said that for now, the
change is only temporary,
and that Student Council
will reach out to the student
body before making any permanent changes. He said that
Student Council wants as
much student input as possible, positive or negative, in
order to make an informed
decision.
Over the course of October, the information and student input that the Council
gathers will determine whether this change is here to stay.

ing it difficult to fulfill graduation
requirements and to get into popular classes.
Saavedra will return to North
Carolina for a hearing on his criminal charges in October, but he is no
longer at risk of deportation as a result of those charges. He is still at
risk of being deported, however, because Secure Communities is active
in Hamilton County, Ohio, where
he lives.
“As an undocumented immigrant, I’m still at risk. If I got into a

car and drove without a license and
got pulled over for a minor traffic
violation, I would go through the
whole process again,” he said.
True to his reputation as someone who cares more about the
cause then his own personal situation, Saavedra made sure to note
that the situation is much worse in
Butler County, which neighbors
Hamilton County. There, 287(g)
is active, and the county contains
a much higher population of immigrants.

Bikes Taken

DAVID HOYT

On Monday, Sept. 12, Village of Gambier officials cut locks and confiscated
three bikes that were locked to signposts around town. According to a longstanding village ordinance, the Village can confiscate bikes found in these areas
and bring them to the Village Garage.
“It’s been happening all along,” Village Administrator Suzanne Hopkins said.
“It’s just been getting progressively worse this year.”
“The Village has always removed bikes from trees and signposts — it just
seems there are more this year,” Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman agreed.
Owners of confiscated bikes will not be notified, but they can find their bikes
at the garage.
—Spencer Kaye
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Kenyon Librarian Wins Information Technology Award
SARAH LEHR
Meghan Frazer, digital resource librarian, has worked to
tell the untold stories of blacks
in Knox County to a largely
white Kenyon population.
For her work with the
Community Within and also
with OhioLINK, she received
the first annual Rick Peterson
Fellowship. The fellowship is
co-sponsored by the National
Institute for Technology in Liberal Education (NITLE) and
the Council on Library and Information Resources (CLIR) in
honor of the late librarian Rick
Peterson.
The fellowship honors a
new-career librarian who has
headed a collaborative effort to
remedy a problem in the field
of information technology services and digital libraries. The
fellowship specifically rewards
efforts to surpass conventional
boundaries of problem-solving,
which was one of Peterson’s talents, according to the NITLE
website.
“The fellowship recognizes
collaboration,” Frazer said. “To
me, that’s the key component

COURTESY OF MEGHAN FRAZER

Meghan Frazer recently won the Rick Peterson Fellowship.
of any successful job or project
... so I’m really honored to receive this particular fellowship
because it was in honor of Mr.
Peterson, who was such a great
collaborator.’’ As a fellow, Frazer
can participate in CLIR’s Digital Library Federation Forum
and NITLE’s annual spring

symposium.
Frazer’s work on the digital
side of both the Ohio Library
and Information Network
(OhioLINK) and the Community Within project helped
her earn this honor. OhioLINK
is a consortium, born in 1987,
that combines materials from

88 Ohio colleges and universities, allowing students access to
over 48 million books and other
library materials, according to
the OhioLINK website. Associate Provost Ric Sheffield created
the Community Within project as a way to collect materials
related to the black experience
in Knox County. Community
Within sprang from the 19921993 American Studies Senior
Seminar taught by Sheffield and
Professor of Sociology Howard
Sacks.
Frazer said she faced challenges working with the technical side of Community
Within. “The DRC [Kenyon’s
Digital Resource Commons]
is designed for more text-based
collections and this [Community Within] is very imageintensive,” she said. “There’s
images, there’s video, there’s
audio. … The collection itself is
amazing. It’s a neat thing to look
through.”
Vice President for Library
and Information Services Ronald Griggs said, “If you think,
well, Knox County, Ohio … was
there really a black community?
If you start with that question,

that’s a good way to show how
a community can exist, but be …
largely invisible, in the history of
a [larger] racist society.”
Frazer started working at
Kenyon three years ago, right
before receiving her degree in library sciences. “My background
was in computer science, so
working with collections was
sort of a natural fit,” she said.
“Work had already begun on a
DRC collection ... but with the
creation of my position, we had
more resources available to start
building collections.”
“Meghan came to work for
us in 2008,” Griggs said. “We
needed someone ... to help us
with the direction that libraries
are going to go.”
“I think the students will see
more of the DRC in the next
year or so,” Frazer said. “There
are some new collections coming.” Among these new collections, she said, are past honors
thesis papers, which could prove
valuable to students looking for
examples.
Griggs also spoke about the
future of libraries. “We all know
that you can buy anything from
Amazon, right? So what will

distinguish ... one library from
another? What will be the value
of a library?” he said. “[We are]
moving from librarians selecting
books and putting them on the
shelves to taking real, scholarly
materials that really aren’t available any other way and making
them available online.”
“The coolest part [of both
OhioLINK and Community
Within] is that materials which
might have never seen the light
of day are accessible in living
rooms,” she said. “Community
Within is a local history collection ... and someone who
moved out of Mount Vernon
30 years ago can log on and see
their neighbors and their friends
and their family members represented in this collection.”
Kenyon faculty members
are currently working on five
or six digital library projects,
according to Griggs, and Frazer
has “been wonderful at initiating” projects of this type. To any
interested students, he said, “If
these kinds of scholarly activities
are of interest to you, we hire a
lot of students to work closely
with faculty and librarians on
digitization projects.”

New Party Policy Takes Effect

Village Record

tion to simplifying the options, there are now only two
forms hosts must complete in
order to throw a party. These
forms have also been shortened in comparison to previous years.
One new feature of the
policy is the option to host
parties outdoors, available for
the first time this year. CA
Quentin Karpilow ’12 said,
“This option for an outdoor
party is a great idea — it
would be nice to take advantage of all the space and nice
weather.”
Another option made
available to party hosts is the
option for “on-the-spot registration.” As long as a group
includes one 21-year-old student, it can request to host a
party on a Thursday, one day
before the weekend. Parties
like this cannot exceed 100
guests and will be accepted
only if there are no other big
events already planned for the
upcoming weekend. For a
host to be eligible for “on-thespot registering,” their previous parties must have been
successful.
The committee did not
stop at modifying the types of
parties; they also altered the
food policy. Parties cannot
serve food that is homemade,
but only food that is storebought and displayed in containers.
The monitor system has
also changed. It previously assigned 10 sober students to attend certain parties to ensure
that the partygoers were safe

Sept. 8, 5:50 p.m. — Medical: student in Peirce Hall had an allergic reaction. Student
taken to Knox Community Hospital by fellow student.
Sept. 9, 12:29 a.m. — Intoxicated student in McBride Residence Hall. Squad called
and student transported to Knox Community Hospital for assessment.
Sept. 9, 11:25 a.m. — Medical: ill non-student in Village Market. Squad contacted,
no transport.
Sept. 10, 4:34 a.m. — Medical: ill student in Hanna Residence Hall. Student transported to Knox Community Hospital by friend.
Sept. 10, 7:40 a.m. — Medical: ill student in Gund Residence Hall. Student assessed
and treated by Safety officers.
Sept. 10, 11:52 a.m. — Medical: ill student in Bushnell Residence Hall. Student transported to Knox Community Hospital for treatment.
Sept. 10, 11:30 p.m. — Vandalism in Leonard Residence Hall. Unidentified individuals breaking glass bottles.
Sept. 12, 10:51 p.m. — Theft: non-campus student reported theft of phone. GPS located phone in Mount Vernon. Report filed with Campus Safety.

REBECCA DANN
Every four to five years,
Student Affairs and the Party
Planning Committee collaborate to revise Kenyon’s
party policy. This committee
is composed of three administrators, one Campus Safety
officer and 14 students, including community advisors
(CAs), Greek students and
representatives of the Social
Board. After their most recent
review, they reached a consensus that the policy needed significant changes.
Tacci Smith, the associate dean of students, worked
with the committee trying to
improve the party policy. She
stressed the dynamic within
the group between the students and the faculty. “What
I loved about the committee
was that we had great discussions, especially with the students, who really challenged
me to think differently about
alcohol and parties,” she said.
“These suggestions and views
of the students helped me
realize that the structure of
what we require for the parties
could work in a different way.”
An essential change to the
party policy was the option
for organization-based parties. Last year, a student could
request to host one of three
types of parties: open events,
small closed events and members-only events. This year, a
system has been established
that includes two types of parties: campus weekend parties
and smaller parties. In addi-

and abiding by the party policy. This system did not operate as smoothly as planned,
according to Smith. Assigned
monitors often did not show
up to their posts or would neglect to attend at all. Instead,
the party policy has replaced
“monitors” with “floaters.”
The floaters are assigned by
the hosts of the party themselves, which should increase
their dedication to obligations
at the party, Smith said.
Over the next couple
months, training sessions will
be held so students can educate themselves about hosting
safe parties. “I encourage people to attend training; it has
had a great turnout,” Smith
said. “The goal is to have a
great time and enjoy yourself,
but you have to be able to
know how to do that.”
Karpilow agreed with
Smith. “Safety has always
been a priority at Kenyon, and
with this new system it is emphasized even more,” he said.
“These new specified rules
don’t necessarily limit anyone
but only ensure that students
are being taken care of.”
The new party system
has only been in practice for
three weeks, but Smith said
she expects great results and is
already pleased to report that,
so far, most parties on campus
have proved successful. She
said she believes that with
this revamped and much-improved party policy, Kenyon
has a safer party environment
that still allows students to
have fun and retain freedom.

News Brief
Driving under the influence (DUI) charges at Kenyon have increased by 50
percent in the last year. It is likely, however, that this is more a result of stricter
enforcement activity than it is of an increase in Kenyon students drinking and
driving, according to Director of Campus Safety Bob Hooper. “Law enforcement has had a lot of pressure on [it] to up that level of enforcement,” Hooper
said. “Mothers Against Drunk Driving put a lot of pressure on them, and the
state of Ohio is putting pressure on them. There are more concerted efforts in
the enforcement level.”
Another reason students get caught in the act is their ignorance about the
rules of Gambier versus the college it houses, according to Hooper. “Students
don’t understand that there is a difference — Kenyon isn’t Gambier and Gambier isn’t Kenyon — and they don’t understand, or don’t want to understand,
that most of the roads in the Village are public roads,” he said. “If they go to the
[Gambier] Grill, the Village Inn or the Kenyon Inn and then get in their car and
drive, with the deputies that are assigned to Kenyon, their chances of getting
stopped are pretty high.”
The boundaries of Kenyon property are unclear to most, Hooper said. The
College owns the land from Wiggin St. down to the residential buildings in
the south end of campus as well as the residential buildings in the north end
of campus. “But up towards the north end, those are public roadways,” he said.
Hooper added that students should feel free to contact Campus Safety.
“We’re here to help,” he said. “If [students] have questions or are unsure about
something, use us as a resource.”
—Madeleine Thompson
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Nugent Reflects on Memories of 9/11 at Campus Forum
DAVID HOYT
“I have never spoken
publicly about this before,” began President S.
Georgia Nugent at Sunday’s 9/11 Personal Ref lections discussion in
Peirce Pub. “My husband,
Tom Scherer, was in Tower Two … when the planes
hit.”
Nugent’s story of her
husband’s escape from
the World Trade Center
kicked off an event that
featured ref lections from
several faculty members
and students, including
Professor of International
Studies David Rowe, Professor of Religious Studies Vernon Schubel, Ryan
Motevalli-Oliner ’12 and
Tess Waggoner ’13.
For many students,
Nugent’s story was the
most gripping. Save a brief
phone call from Scherer
after he had evacuated,
Nugent and her husband
were out of contact for
three days.
Once they reunited,
Scherer provided the details. He had been in the
Morgan Stanley offices
on the 59th f loor of the
south tower, about 20 stories below where a United
Airlines 767 impacted the
building. While helping
an ill coworker escape,
Scherer “was able to take
the elevator down to 33,
but from there on down,
it was a combination of escalator and stairs — and
not very easy, trying to
support a woman,” Nugent said. In the train station underneath the complex, Scherer realized he
could not fight the crowd
to reenter the building.
“So, as the doors began
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Students observed a moment of silence at noon on the 10th anniversary of 9/11.
to close,” Nugent continued, her voice breaking,
“he stepped into the subway car. That was the last
subway that left the World
Trade Center. … This
meant he was spared much
of the trauma. He was never outside the buildings,
witnessing the horror that
was happening.
“But it was not quite
over for us,” Nugent said.
The couple’s apartment
was in Greenwich Village,
right across from St. Vincent’s hospital.
“This is going to be the
hardest part,” she said. “St.
Vincent’s was the hospital to which the wounded
from Ground Zero were to
be brought. But, of course,
they never came. … But St.
Vincent’s became the place
where families came, seeking and hoping.” Nugent
said she remembers a wall
of posters and f lyers that
said things like, ‘Have you
seen my brother?’ Or, the
most heartbreaking: ‘Have
you seen my daddy?’”

In the aftermath of the
attacks, Scherer was also
evacuated from a midtown
Manhattan office due to
an anthrax scare.
Nugent and her husband were not the only
members of the Kenyon
community who continued to be affected in the
wake of the attacks.
Schubel (who converted to Islam in the 1990s)
and his wife, Assistant
Professor of History Nurten Kilic-Schubel, who
also practices Islam and
is from Turkey, had to
choose a name for their
son, born in April 2002.
“We knew he was being
born into a world where
being a kid with a Muslim
identity might be different after Sept. 11 than it
was before, Schubel said.
“We had to decide: do we
give him … an American
name, or do we give him a
Muslim name because we
want him to be proud of
the fact that he’s connected to that 1,400 years of

history and art … and we
decided to do that.” Their
son is named Mehmet Ali
Schubel. Schubel said he
has not “sensed an iota of
Islamophobia from the
kids he’s in school with, or
from the teachers [at Wiggin Street Elementary].”
Motevalli-Oliner
shared a story about how
9/11 affected his family’s
patriotism. “We didn’t
have any bumper stickers
on our car,” he said, “but
my dad knew I had an
American f lag … and [he
said] ‘Ryan, can you give it
to me?’ … So he duct tapes
it to our antenna, and it
was a new thing — first
time we had anything on
our car.”
Nugent also mentioned
the sudden prevalence of
American f lags. In the
days following the attacks,
she said, “almost every car
had an American f lag either pasted on its windows
or f lying from an antenna.
… I grew up in the Vietnam era, and there had not

been a lot of f lag-waving
in this country for three
decades. And despite the
fact that my car was carrying a survivor of this
event, I didn’t find that
display of f lags uplifting.
I found it a little frightening. I worried about it.
Patriotism can so easily
shift into jingoism.”
Waggoner alluded to
some of the negative after-effects of terrorist attacks in her talk. During
the First Gulf War, Waggoner’s family, which is of
Egyptian descent on her
mother’s side, suffered
harassment.
Waggoner
ended her ref lection by reminding the audience that
“it’s very important not to
let fear overwhelm dignity
or liberty at any point.”
Even as the attacks
were happening, Schubel
said he was also worried
about the potential abuse
of innocent Muslims by
overzealous patriots. As he
watched the footage of the
carnage in New York, his
“first thought … was: ‘Oh
god, I hope it wasn’t Muslims,’” he said. Schubel
said he feared a repeat of
the aftermath of the 1995
Oklahoma City bombing,
when the media jumped to
the conclusion that the attack (actually perpetrated
by homegrown terrorist
Timothy McVeigh) was
the work of Muslim extremists. Muslim extremists did commit the 9/11
attacks, but Schubel’s
larger fear about negative
effects on innocent Muslims proved well-founded,
he said, as shown by the recent controversy over placing a mosque at Ground
Zero and other incidents.
Rowe provided a change

in pace from the deeply
personal ref lections of the
other participants by giving a mini-lecture on the
political
ramifications
of 9/11. Rowe said fear is
corrosive to the state and
that actions caused by this
fear, such as abuses of prisoners at Guantánamo Bay,
have left “a stain on the
American body politic.”
It is also corrosive to overemphasize 9/11 as part of
the American identity, as
that “casts us in the role of
victim,” he said. “The Supreme Court … served as
the last bulwark against a
creeping illiberalism that
was coming into American politics,” such as the
overreaching of the executive branch.
After the five scheduled participants had spoken, the f loor opened to
the audience. Joseph Wun
’14 shared “Leap,” an essay
by Brian Doyle about “a
couple [who] leaped from
the south tower, hand in
hand.” New Yorkers Angela Bryan-Brown ’14 and
Sydney Watnick ’14 shared
the perspective of those
for whom the attacks hit
close to home, and Tyann Jacobs ’14 shared that
she “feel[s] like her whole
life is defined by [9/11]”
because of its effect on
her Arab-American half
brother.
To some degree, at
least, Scherer’s experiences also continued to define
his life. “For many years
after 2001, Tom would
take 9/11 off as a day off
from work,” Nugent said.
“And he would do things
like kayak on the Kokosing. I think it was just, you
know, to appreciate being
alive.”

Activities: OrgSync Offers New Resources for Students
From page 1
times when there is a major software program we do fund that
through our IT [information
technology] funds,” President S.
Georgia Nugent said.
Mastrangelo, however, said,
“[OrgSync] is funded by Student
Council and the Student Activities Fee since it is so directly
related to the student organizations they approve and their
management.”
Neither Mastrangelo nor
Student Council polled the student body to learn of student
opinions on switching to OrgSync and spending an additional $3,000 of student activities
funds each year, however.
Furste was studying abroad
last year when the BFC agreed
to fund OrgSync, and thus did
not play a role in the approval,

but he said he defended the decision. “It’s expensive – surprisingly expensive – but I think
it’s worth it,” he said. “Anyone
who’s used Community, the old
system, knows that it was bad
and we needed to get something
new.”
Mastrangelo said she received
feedback from students before
signing a contract with OrgSync. “I had anecdotal conversations with the students I knew
used Community, and the overwhelming response was that they
hated it.”
OrgSync’s
implementation
has come at the same time as a
proposed increase of $30 per
year in the Student Activities
Fee, bringing the fee to $300 per
student. On Tuesday, Sept. 13,
Student Council sent an email to
the student body asking students
to vote on this issue. The email

stated that an increase in the fee
was necessary because student
organizations are not receiving
the funds they request. Last semester, the BFC allocated only
37 percent of funds that student
organizations requested, according to the email. The cost of OrgSync is now decreasing the availability of these funds, which,
according to Student Council
were already insufficient.
In addition, Student Council
has cut the hours of the Mount
Vernon Shuttle on a trial basis.
During the trial period, the shuttle will no longer run on Mondays. If this cut remains in place,
it will save the BFC $3,000 per
year, according to Furste. This
$3,000 in savings is equal to the
additional cost of OrgSync per
year as compared with Community.
“We went with the three-year

plan because there was a multiyear discount,” Mastrangelo
said. “In addition, properly transitioning to the system in one
year and determining whether or
not it is good fit would be unrealistic.”
Mastrangelo said OrgSync
is worth the additional money
because of the features it offers
that Community does not. OrgSync allows leaders of student
organizations to use and create forms, photo galleries, to-do
lists and videos. “It’s kind of like
Facebook but for organizations,”
she said. With this new system,
student organizations will no
longer have to create their own
websites because OrgSync profiles can translate into external
websites.
In addition, whenever a student organization adds a campus-wide event to its calendar

on OrgSync, the calendar on the
Kenyon website will automatically be updated as well, which is
a feature not available on Community, according to Mastrangelo. “We’re really excited about
that because I think it’s really
nice to have that process streamlined a little bit,” she said.
“The treasury is probably going to be the biggest feature for
those that request funding,”
Mastrangelo added. OrgSync includes a budget request system
that will eliminate the previous
system, which involved Microsoft Office Excel spreadsheets.
This new system will allow the
BFC to instantaneously see budget requests as student organizations make them, and these organizations will be able to see the
results of their requests sooner
than they could with the old system.
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57 Varieties of Fun:
The Fredericktown
Tomato Show
MARA POTTERSMITH
We sheltered Kenyon students might not know it, but the
Fredericktown Tomato Show is
a big deal. This year, for its 35th
anniversary, the show was held
in the small Ohio town from
Sept. 7 through Sept. 10 and
featured events ranging from
the Little Miss Tomato pageant
to a five-mile run beginning at
the local high school.
It all culminated in the
much-anticipated
Tomato
Show Parade at 12:30 p.m. on
Saturday. Interested to see what
the Tomato Show’s website
describes as the “highlight of
festivities,” fellow weird Ohio
event enthusiast David Hoyt
’14 and I made the short drive
to Fredericktown shortly before
it began.
The day was cold, rainy and
gray, but as we approached the
parade’s designated ending
point, we saw people lining the
streets regardless of the weather.
Many had obviously come from
outside the town; the swell far
exceeded Fredericktown’s recorded population of approximately 2,400. Visitors twirled
their umbrellas in anticipation
and all eyes were cast in the
same direction, waiting for the

first sign of the parade.
As we waited, we took advantage of the free lemonade
provided by a local church. My
friend filled out an entry for a
movie ticket raffle at the urging
of the friendly man behind the
counter. He paused, though, at
the final two fill-in-the-blank
questions: number of kids/
grade level and church attended. Though the people we saw
were enthusiastic and kind, we
obviously were not part of the
demographic they expected to
see here.
Once we hit the first cars
and floats along S. Main St., we
came to the same realization:
the Tomato Show Parade serves
as a second Halloween for the
young children of Knox County. Every person below the age
of 15 clutched a plastic bag, and
every float or car that passed featured someone tossing handfuls
of candy at the sidelines. Firefighters, police officers, Ohio
State University students —
they all had candy, and the children cleaned it off the streets before we could blink twice.
An amazing variety of
Knox County life passed before our eyes as we walked and
took in as much of the parade
as time allowed. We saw the

Students

Mere Bentsen ’15

little girls who had competed
in Little Miss Tomato, all clad
in eye-searing scarlet dresses; a
small group of Boy Scouts with
downtrodden expressions; numerous horse-drawn carriages;
and, boasting the “Best Children’s Entry” title, a multicolored train ridden by children in
helmets.
Once we felt we’d had our
fill of the parade, we made our
way to the carnival, hoping to
find some of the show’s eponymous tomatoes. Instead, we
found what looked like a neardeserted fairground, populated
by scattered merchants’ booths
and food vendors.
Unable to ignore our curiosity, we spent eight dollars on Chinese food sold out
of a booth painted with the
words “Have a rice day!” As
we watched the vendor dip our
General Tso’s Chicken into the
fryer, David got up the courage
to ask if he could point us toward any actual tomatoes.
“I think they’re here somewhere,” the man said, “but I
don’t know where.”
We never did find any tomatoes. If we had so desired, we
could have purchased cheese on
a stick, blueberry shortcake or
the “Indian bread” whose ac-

What trail was built on the
former Pennsylvania railroad
where it ran between Mount
Vernon and Danville?

Connie Whitcraft,
AVI Food Systems

event, so much so that when a
group of small boys ran up to
my friend and me and asked us
for candy, we didn’t think twice
before rummaging in our pockets for some sweets to drop into
their coveted plastic bags.

Fac/Staff

Vs
Michelle Bachman

Kokosing

Katy Perry’s “Last Friday
Night”

What is the capital of Libya?

Tripoli

Total Correct

David Harrington,
Professor of Economics

imagine, particularly the fudge.
Despite the curious absence
of tomatoes, the Fredericktown
Tomato Show put on a great
show of this year’s “heartbeat of
America” theme. Genuine excitement surrounded the whole

Totals so far:
Students: 15
Faculty: 19

What won video of the year
at the 2011 VMAs?

In what US state have recent
wildfires destroyed over 700
homes?

companying illustration struck
dismay into my heart. The only
tomato products we could find
were the pieces of tomato fudge
and the loaf of tomato bread we
ended up purchasing. Both taste
much better than you might

Liz Trout ’15

Gambier
Grillin’
Name one of the candidates
who participated in the 2012
Rebublican Presidential
Debates on Sept. 7.

MARA POTTERSMITH

Above: Children in Fredericktown, Ohio wave to the crowd from their float during the
annual Tomato Show Parade, which has surprisingly little to do with tomatoes. Left: A local
firefighter hands out candy to a child. Right: The parade also included horsedrawn carriages.

Rick Perry

I only know the
candidates by sight.

Perry, Paul, Huntsman,
Romney, Santorum,
Gingrich, Bachman,
Cain

Kokosing Gap Trail

Kokosing

Kokosing Gap Trail

Kokosing Gap Trail

Lady Gaga’s “Born This
Way”

Bruce Springsteen’s
“Asbury Road”

I don’t really follow music

Katy Perry’s “Firework”

Tripoli

I’m not sure

Tripoli
Texas

Rick Perry

Timbuktu

Washington

California

California

Texas

Three

Two

Three

Two

By Sarah Lehr
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First Time Authors, Long Term Talent

Award-winning authors share stories of loss and
enudurance as part of Kenyon Review lecture series.
KATHERINE BAKER
The Kenyon Review is notorious for bringing in influential authors and poets for
their weekly reading series,
and this past week’s guest
speakers were no less noteworthy.
For the first session of afternoon readings sponsored
by The Kenyon Review, Goldie Goldbloom and Randi
Davenport, winners of the
2010 Great Lakes College
Association (GCLA) New
Writers’ Award for Fiction
and Non-Fiction, respectively, read excerpts from their
books.
Goldbloom, a professor of World Literature and
Creative Writing at Northwestern University, read
from her first novel, Toad’s
Museum of Freaks and Wonders.
Born and raised on a
farm in Australia, Goldbloom spoke in a lilting accent on her inspiration for
the book, which is based
partly on a family event during World War II. Italian
prisoners of war were sent
by Allied forces to work on
Australian farms. The excerpt Goldbloom read described the hardships and
rewards of farm life, interspersed with magnificent
depictions of the Australian outback. While both of
these components play key

roles, Goldbloom said, the
novel is primarily about “a
collision of cultures.”
Goldbloom said she interviewed family members
to learn more about the Italian POWs. One uncle she
spoke to recalled that before
the Italians arrived on the
farm when he was six years
old, he had never been kissed
affectionately before by an
adult.
The excerpt Goldbloom
read described the adjustment of the novel’s narrator Gin, an albino woman
from wealthy Perth, to her
new husband Mr. Toad, and
her transition to life in the
Australian outback. Gin’s
growing acceptance of farm
life mirrored her increasing
familiarity with Toad and
the life they made together.
The first years of Gin’s new
life were marred by tragedy,
though, when her first child
with Toad died of dysentery.
During the Q&A session
after her reading, Goldloom
explained the centrality of
the Australian outback to
the novel. Italian POWs
were sent to Australia without guards, Goldbloom said,
because of the harsh Australian landscape. Surrounded
by desert, the POWs could
not escape the farms on foot
if they wanted to.
“This novel relies very
heavily on landscape,” Goldbloom said. “Landscape be-

comes a character in itself.”
On the heels of Goldbloom’s exit, Davenport read
from her award-winning
memoir The Boy Who Loved
Tornadoes: A Mother’s Story.
Davenport described The
Boy Who Loved Tornadoes as
an unusual memoir because
she limited her own character’s presence as much as
possible.
“It’s a love story,” Davenport said. “It’s a story about
the love in our family.”
Davenport read an excerpt describing her son
Chase’s 15th birthday and
his emerging psychosis. On
Chase’s birthday, Davenport took him and his sister
to a picnic, and Chase soon
became consumed by an irrational fear of FBI profilers at the park. At the birthday party later that evening,
Chase could be calmed only
by his counselor, Melissa.
Davenport’s skill as a
writer became clear as she
effortlessly wove details of
Chase’s relationship with
Melissa within the progression of the party, his growing distance from his old
middle school friends, his
love of rock music and the
shock of his recent suicide
attempt.
Davenport’s own inspiration differed from Goldbloom’s in that she never
intended to write a book.
When her small town was

pulled into the growing national debate over the mentally challenged and society’s responsibility toward
them, Davenport felt compelled to add her voice and
experience to the conversation. Isolating herself in the
family cabin for a week to
complete an article for the
local newspaper, Davenport
began to write. By the end
of the week, Davenport said
she was aghast to find that
instead of an 800-word article, she had more than 100
pages on her hands.
“I was terrified,” Davenport said. “I asked myself ‘What is this?’ and this
small voice at the back of my
head said, ‘This might be a
book.’”
After the reading, the
audience was eager to learn
about Davenport’s creative
process.
“How were you able to
write about something so
personal so confidently?”
one Kenyon student asked.
“You have to be really, really brave,” Davenport said.
When asked about her
son’s status now, Davenport
could not restrain the grin
that broke out over her face.
“He’s doing well,” she
said. “He’s doing really well.”
Given the talent of the
writers and the interest of
the audience, it is safe to say
that the first of The Kenyon
Review-sponsored afternoon
readings were a delight to
listeners and speakers alike.

Profile:
WKCO
DAN KIPP
Unless you’re a big fan of
country music or contemporary
Christian radio, Ohio’s airwaves
may seem as infinite and uninteresting as its cornfields. Sure,
88.5 WRLY provides “quality
programming the whole family
can enjoy,” but it may not be the
best study music or suitable for a
party.
Enter 91.9 WKCO, Kenyon College’s own radio station.
Located in the basement of Farr
Hall, the station plays music
spanning every genre, from electronic to soul to indie to hip-hop.
Along with a diversified music
scene, WKCO also offers occasional alternative programming.
“WKCO is hoping to expand its programming this year
to shows that go beyond simply
playing an iPod for an hour,”
said Claire Buss ’12, WKCO’s
general manager (along with Peter Peregrine ’12). “We’ve seen
a rise in interest for ‘alternative
programming’ and shows that
feature pre-recorded segments or

lectures.”
One such program is WKCO
Presents, a show hosted by the
WKCO Executive Staff that
broadcasts specialty shows like
the “Pop Culture Quiz Show”
and the “Kenyon Moth” — prerecorded storytelling. WKCO
Presents trades off weekends with
the Kenyon Credenza — Kenyon’s radio literary magazine, itself alternative programming.
Buss doesn’t stop there.
“WKCO has the capacity to get
weirder,” she said. “I was listening to one of the college stations
in Pittsburgh this summer, and I
heard the DJ say, ‘You’ve been listening to a recording of last weekend’s thunderstorm. Thanks for
tuning in.’ I want that.”
WKCO isn’t just a competitive indie kid, trying to out-weird
everyone else. Buss recognizes
the real potential and power that
WKCO holds. “There are a lot
of great shows on the schedule
that serve a need in the community and have the possibility to
bridge a lot of social gaps on campus,” she said.

DAVID HOYT

DJ Martha Gavinski ’14 practices broadcasting her show
from the WKCO studios in the basement of Farr Hall.
This year, Buss wants
WKCO to have a larger campus presence, “to engage listeners more directly,” she said. “We
hope to broadcast at more campus events like the midnight
breakfast and at our WKCO
nights at the V.I.”
At such events, WKCO also
plans to sell merchandise — Tshirts, bumper stickers and other
similar WKCO paraphernalia.

The WKCO staff has been
hard at work applying fresh
coats of paint to the station and
planning new programming,
and shows began brodcasting
this week. For more information on WKCO, you can find
the organization on Twitter and
Facebook, or join the WKCO
Executive Staff on Thursdays
and Sundays at 10:15 p.m. in the
basement of Farr Hall.

The Asia Project
Shares Poetic Vision

DAVID HOYT

The Asia Project performed at Peirce Pub on Friday, Sept.
9. The duo mixes spoken-word poetry, storytelling and song.

NINA ZIMMERMAN
With its dim lighting
and placid aura, there is
no better place for poetry
in Philander’s world than
the Peirce Pub. That was
certainly the case on Friday, Sept. 9, when the Asia
Project took the Pub’s
small stage.
The Asia Project is a
spoken-word duo made up
of poet, ninja and cancer
survivor Asia Samson and
his brother-in-law and guitarist Jollan Aurelio. Together, they provided an
eager crowd, largely made
up of first years, with poems, stories and songs.
Members of Kenyon’s
slam poetry club, Verses,
opened for Asia with performances by Dan Kipp
’14 and Elizabeth Cheever ’14. Reina Thomas ’14,
who recently earned a national ranking as a slam
poet, told the crowd about
the slam poetry team she
and Cheever hope to start
at Kenyon and take to
the College Union Poetry
Slam Invitational (CUPSI) in California.
Finally, Kipp introduced the main event of
the night, the Asia Project.
When the time came
for Asia to take the stage,
the crowd’s willingness to
watch and lend an ear was
palpable.
His
first
poem,
“Breathe,” about battling
hardship, previewed what
the rest of the evening
would hold: Aurelio’s
backing guitar rhythmically revving up the dramatic pitches of Asia’s

voice.
After the first climactic poem, Asia spoke about
himself and his current
150-school tour. Alternating between stories and
poems, with chords reverberating around the room,
the performance continued for a solid hour.
Asia’s poems cover a
range of emotional terrain: his adoration of his
wife, his battle with cancer and his faith, or lack
thereof, in God. Asia was
personable and through
the night he invitied the
crowd to be a part of the
performance.
He encouraged the audience to laugh, cry and
call out whenever they felt
the need to. After he finished his set, Asia took
a stool on the side of the
stage to watch Kenyon students participate in in the
open mic.
The student poets who
followed the Asia Project were nearly as good as
Asia himself. Cheever performed again, followed by
a series of other students
whose poems ranged from
childhood memories to
a bug seen at the Brown
Family
Environmental
Center.
Finally, Thomas, whose
voice has been known to
shake the rafters of the
Horn Gallery, stepped in
and closed out the night.
The Asia Project and
the open mic that followed fit the atmosphere
of the Pub perfectly, and
the evening of slam poetry
was a welcome beginning
to the weekend.
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Istanpitta Leads Audience on Musical Journey to 1492
DAN KIPP
Kenyon is known for
its Gothic architecture,
but the Music Department got downright medieval this past Friday, Sept.
9. Istanpitta, a medieval
music ensemble performing music from the 10th
through 14th centuries,
transformed Brandi Recital Hall into an ancient
land.
Istanpitta’s
program
for the night, Exiled, featured songs and dances
of 1492 Sephardic Spain,
when King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella decreed
the final expulsion of the
non-Christian
cultures
from Spain. Arranged by
Al Cofrin, the ensemble’s
founder and director, Exiled tells the story of four
musicians’ final goodbyes
to one another through
the language of music.
Istanpitta played everything from ouds to bagpipes and vielles to f lutes,
utilizing a wide swath of
tambourines and hand
drums. Cofrin himself
played leader on the oud,
setting the tone and not
missing a note. Emily Lau

narrated, describing the
scene before each piece,
and sang a beautiful, operatic register — in Latin,
Spanish, French and Hebrew, no less.
Istanpitta’s
defining
characteristic is that it
“presents the music in a
manner that medieval musicians (who were somewhat low on the social
scale) might have played
them when performing for their next meal as
they traveled from place
to place across Europe,”
according to its website.
This practice manifested
itself in Exiled in the form
of some funky improvisation.
Its program denounced
“the static literary versions
(the words and music,
transcribed onto parchment by a monk or nun)”
of the traditional songs
and dances it performed.
Striving to represent “the
dynamic historical reality of the ‘musician in the
field’ (the piece of dirt
who actually played it),”
the musicians intermittently broke down, licking
solo riffs straight from the
top of the head, through

the soul, to the song.
Their songs bordered
on modern jazz in their
improvisational nature.
“In a good string quartet,
the communication between performers is often
intense and tangible,” Isis
Leonard ’14 said. “Istanpitta intimated that communication to the audience — I actually caught
the vocalist’s eye several
times throughout the
concert as she cued meter changes and signaled
her interpretations. The
percussionist was particularly engaging, driving the
whole show with energy
and precision.”
Istanpitta captured the
attitude of the musicians
who first played these
songs. Indeed, they were
a happy band. “The musicians seemed to be having
so much fun with it,” Aaron Lynn ’14 said.
“I couldn’t help but
find myself smiling and
tapping my foot or slapping my thigh.” Leonard
added, “The seats in the
recital hall restrained the
audience unnaturally —
we should all have been
dancing.”

ELIZABETH BRAND

After weather forced them to cancel a visit to campus last year, the Texas-based quartet. Instapitta, performed in Brandi Hall on Friday, Sept. 9.
Originally scheduled
for February, Istanpitta
was trapped by snow in
Chicago and cancelled the
performance. They made
it to Gambier this time
and made quite an impression.
Following a much-de-

sired encore, Istanpitta
mingled in Storer Hall,
showing off their instruments. “As a violinist, I
was lucky enough to be
entrusted with a vielle,
the direct ancestor of the
fiddle,” Leonard said. “All
the members of the group

were friendly and encouraging. They shared details
of their experience and
advised students on how
to start their own ensembles.”
It looks like Kenyon
could get even more medieval on your classes.

Prof. Anna Sun Clarifies Walk the Moon Song Title
Dear Editors,
I really enjoyed the article “Walk
the Moon Rockets to Summer Success” (Sept. 8, 2011). It’s great to
learn that a Kenyon band has been
making a splash nationally and I
know that the song “Anna Sun” is
poised to become a campus classic.
But the article mentions that the

song is “about” a professor of sociology and Asian studies at Kenyon,
which is a common misconception
that I, Anna Sun, hear all the time.
The truth is that “Anna Sun”
is not about me, but is a great
song about college life that borrows my name for its chorus.
A member of Walk the Moon,

Adam Reifsnyder ’08, wrote me
an email in July 2009, opening
with the line “You may or may
not know me,” asking politely
(the way our Kenyon students
do) for permission to use my
name for a new song they’d just
written. I liked the song very
much, and told them that they

Peeps Parade

could certainly use my name.
In the acoustic version of the
song on YouTube, you can hear a
band member explaining that the
song is not about Anna Sun (“We
use it only because she has a really
cool name; the song is not about
her”). And in a video clip from a
Carson Daly interview, the same

explanation is offered by the band
(“The song is named after a Kenyon
professor, but it is not about her”).
I do feel very honored that an absolutely amazing song about life at
Kenyon uses my name, even though
it is not about me!
Professor Anna Sun

Kenyon Film Society
THIS WEEK IN THE KENYON FILM SOCIETY
Friday, Sept. 16 — 2001: A Space Odyssey
Originally released in 1968, acclaimed director Stanley Kubrick’s adaptation of Arthur
C. Clarke’s story was met with mixed reviews from critics. Despite its subpar first impression, however, 2001: A Space Odyssey went on to win an Academy Award for visual effects
and was nominated for three other Oscars (including Best Director and Best Screenplay).
Since then, the reaction to the film has been even more overwhelmingly positive. The
American Film Institute hailed it as one of the top 15 films ever made, and the Moving
Arts Film Journal called it the greatest film ever made. 2001 has been cited as an inspiration by most major directors working today, including George Lucas and Stephen Spielberg. The film’s chief villain, the murderous computer HAL, was named by the American
Film Institute as the 13th Best Movie Villain of all time, and the epic soundtrack is easily
one of the most recognizable movie themes to date. To this day, the movie is still controversial, but history has been kind to 2001: A Space Odyssey and, while viewing it, it’s hard
not to get completely swept up in Kubrick’s bizarre world.

WILL AHRENS

Has Halloween come early? The Peeps O’Kenyon strutted across campus and
through dorms Monday night, Sept. 12, for the annual Peeps Parade.
Donning the outlandish, members wore everything from Native American
headdress to the Aladdin inspired costume seen above. Students were encouraged
to put on their best costumes, sequins and glitter and join the gallivants.
-Caleb Bissinger

Saturday, Sept. 17 — Color Me Kubrick
A slightly lesser-known film than 2001, Color Me Kubrick follows the true story of
Alan Conway, a con man who scammed a number of people in Britain into thinking he
was Stanley Kubrick, despite lacking any knowledge of Kubrick’s life or filmography. The
film chronicles Conway’s deceit and capture, and takes care to illuminate the unscrupulous workings of Conway’s mind. Color Me Kubrick especially showcases the actor playing
Conway, John Malkovich. Malkovich is a film veteran, and while this is certainly not one
of Malkovich’s best-known roles, it’s one of his most in-depth and fully formed.
Both screenings start at 7:30 p.m. in the KAC Theater. We’ll see you there!
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Student Groups
Need Funding, Not
OrgSync

staff editorial

The student-run Land Lords spent much of last year clearing
trails around campus without charging a dime for their labor. When
they went to the Budget and Finance Committee to ask for funding
to buy new tools such as shovels, rakes and gloves, however, they were
denied everything. Groups across campus suffered similar fates. The
Equestrian team was denied sufficient funding to feed their
horses. The Kenyon Film Society, an important source of
substance-free programming, had to cut two weeks’ worth
of film screenings.
At the same time, the Student Activities Office was
using money from the Student Activities Fund to pay for
and set up OrgSync. The new website costs the College
thousands more than its older counterpart and isn’t necessary, given the current fiscal situation for student organizations.
Now, Student Council is considering a fee hike to increase revenues for the Student Activities budget, a sign that
student organizations need increased funding. Now is not
the time for large, nonemergency expenditures.
Before Kenyon purchased the OrgSync software, student organizations were organized through Community,
admittedly an inefficient and unusable website.
But in choosing a new solution, Kenyon’s student body was given
no chance to debate the relative merits or demerits of available web systems. Nor were they consulted about the remarkable cost of the program.
Any website will certainly impact generations of Kenyon students,
not just those present now, but current students still understand best
the needs of the student organizations they run. Purchasing this website
without consulting the students who will use it is akin to designing new
dorms without consulting students about what they need in a living
space. Sure, a student might not live in the room he helps conceptualize,
but who would know better what he and his peers desire in a room?
Had they consulted Kenyon students, the Student Activities Office would know that students aren’t likely to use any new website for
organization management. Most students prefer familiar ground: just
as few people moved to Google+, already content with Facebook, few
will switch to an entirely new system when they already understand and
can use Google calendars, Doodle, Moodle and email.
There are certainly benefits to OrgSync. It may well offer an efficient management and budget system for those willing and able to take
the time to use it. But in a time of budgetary trouble across organizations, those benefits don’t outweigh the costs.
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Sex Trafficking in the Buckeye State
Eye-opening experience provides impetus for a new club.

CLAIRE DUTTON
Five months ago, I assumed sex trafficking still
existed only in undeveloped countries. Like most
Americans, I was ignorant
about the truth: modernday slavery does exist, and
it is prevalent, even in the
US. About a thousand
youth, ages 12 to 17, are
being trafficked in Ohio.
Turns out, what I thought
was happening in faraway
places is actually taking
place in Kenyon’s backyard.
Trafficking
victim
Marlene Carson opened
my eyes to this harsh reality when she spoke at Kenyon last semester. She grew
up in Columbus, Ohio,
where a trusted neighbor essentially kidnapped
her and soon became her
pimp. Years later, after
many failed attempts, she
escaped from the industry.
Marlene founded Rahab’s Hideaway, Inc., a
grassroots ministry that
reaches out and rescues
homeless teenage girls who
are at high risk of being
trafficked and women involved in prostitution. After her inspirational talk,

I walked up to this reallife heroine and asked if I
could volunteer.
For most of the summer, I drove downtown to
Cleveland Ave. — arguably one of Columbus’s
sketchiest streets — to
help out with a new restaurant, Boujhetto’s, and
the Institute for Change,
both of which are part of
Rahab’s Hideaway, Inc.
Simply being in the neighborhood and walking the
half-block to the building
was the scariest part. Drivers would honk their horns
at me, whistle and even try
to pull over because they
thought I was working the
street. Once safely inside, I
would work with the girls
at Boujhetto’s, the new
soul food restaurant. Neither the girls nor I got paid
for working there, as all
the proceeds went to Rahab’s Hideaway. The girls
gained job experience that
will help them find paying
jobs in the future, and the
restaurant and the Institute continued to change
the community.
The girls at the shelter
were human beings, not exprostitutes. They were fun
to hang out with and easy
to talk to. We were from
different worlds, but that
didn’t make it awkward.
We would laugh while preparing food and I would
listen if they decided to
tell me their story.

Kenyon Collegian
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Human trafficking is a serious issue, nationally and globally. Anyone
can become a victim, whether rich or
poor, black or white, male or female,
U.S. citizen or not.

Unfortunately, other
people did not always understand. 10TV came to
do an interview with Marlene Carson and we were
all introduced to the news
reporter. For the protection of the girls, we never
revealed whether we were
a part of the program or
volunteers. The news reporter, however, immediately assumed that all of
us were former prostitutes,
and treated us differently
than others. Whenever
I would walk by her, she
wouldn’t talk to me but
instead would give me a
sympathetic smile as if she
pitied me for what I had
been through.
I also received sympathetic, and slightly
judgmental looks from
the camera crew. I was so
shocked that they acted
that way around me, since
I had never been treated
like a pitiful little girl before. I had heard stories
about people treating the
girls differently, but never
been the subject of such
treatment. At a previous

“

8

fundraiser, for example,
a woman declared something like, “Everyone deserves love and a second
chance, even prostitutes.”
The victims at that fundraiser all burst out crying
immediately. No one likes
to be labeled and these
girls did not choose to be
trafficked.
This summer experience gave me a different
view of the world. Human
trafficking is a serious issue, nationally and globally. Anyone can become
a victim, whether rich or
poor, black or white, male
or female, U.S. citizen or
not. The girls and the volunteers at Rahab’s Hideaway made me want to do
something about it. This
year, I am starting a new
club with another Kenyon
student called Not For
Sale (after the campaign at
www.notforsalecampaign.
org ). The mission of this
new group is to raise awareness of human and sex trafficking, and to contribute
to the campaign against
this social injustice.
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Sartorial Choices: Power in Leggings

“

“

Every time I step out in an outfit
that bends others’ expectations of how I
should perform my gender, I get the opportunity to help craft an alternative picture of how men and women behave.

JOHN FOLEY
With the right outfit,
you can feel omnipotent.
You can be anything and
everything you want to
be. In flannel and overall
shorts, I feel akin to Angela Chase, Jenny Shimizu
or Emma Balfour. In boots
and a romper, I’m Bette
Davis, Julliette Lewis circa
Natural Born Killers or
Beyoncé. In a turtleneck,
velvet blazer, leggings and
cowboy boots, I can simultaneously channel Hillary
Clinton and Annie Lennox. These identities are
meant to be fun and easily
switchable. Stepping into
different, larger than life
personalities through dress
is a form of play. The most
important figure to be is always, of course, yourself.
There is a somewhat
subversive nature to clothing and dress up, if the task
is approached in the appropriate manner. Leggings,
high heels, sweaters, turtlenecks, tortoiseshell glasses,

boots, beaded necklaces
and countless other accessories can be, within themselves, singular representations of ideology, identity
and tribe.
What better way to say
“F*** you” to those forces
that might try to constrain
us than to wear representations of dissent? Clothing
is both wearable art and
wearable dissent.
By wearing lipstick and
eye shadow, I am tattooing
my ideas about empowerment through choice and
inter-gendered expression
onto my body and into the
minds of others. Every time
I step out in an outfit that
bends others’ expectations
of how I should perform
my gender, I get the opportunity to help craft an alternative picture of how men
and women behave.
Michele
Bachmann
said in 2006 that both gay
and lesbian people were
victims of “personal bondage and slavery,” and that
we are actively targeting

Concerning :

STAR WARS

Kenyon’s commentary on George Lucas’s most
recent director’s cut of the famous franchise.
“Han shot first.”
- Tess Hilliard ’14

“Why do you care about the Star Wars re-release?”
- Dylan Kaye ’15

“What even is the Star Wars re-release?”
- Dan Sproull ’14
“I hate Star Wars. Star Wars is stupid.”
- Rose Milnes ’15

“I like my old Star Wars movies.
Why would they need to change them?”
- Mikey Bullister ’14

					

Lucky Break

By Brigitte Kemp

we did.
Clothing and the task
of dressing oneself can,
however, become an allconsuming chore, one not
worth the stress imposed.
While the allure of morphing identities; transforming
shapes and figures; and creating aesthetic veils and layers of identity is thrilling,
sartorial statements should
not be the defining note of
one’s personality and values.
Clothing should be
fun. It shouldn’t be a statement about class, socio-economic power, conformity
or pressure. Empowerment
means saying, doing and
wearing what you want. If
that means leggings, glitter,
nose rings or a thigh tattoo, beautiful. Sweatpants,
sneakers and baggy jeans
are equally beautiful.
They can be a potent
statement about gender and
identity. For most of us, it
will probably be a marriage
of both looks, as well as
many others. Part of college — part of life, actually
— is being a chameleon.
We try on many sweaters,
attitudes, values, ideas and
leggings to see which fit us
best. Cheers to always being able to try whatever we
wish.

“It sounds like people loved it when Star Wars
was first released. I kind of want that for us.”
- Maggie Rosenthal ’14

“He needs to leave well enough alone.”
- Bowen Walker ’12

C o l d C e re a l

and recruiting youth (“Our
children are the prize for
this community”). While
being patently incorrect on
the first count, she makes a
markedly valid point on the
second charge. If the queer
community is not already
actively targeting youth
across the United States
and the world, we should be.
There are youth all across
the country whose parents
have taught them nothing but messages similar to
those espoused by Bachmann, James Dobson and
other “family values” conservatives.
By performing gender
in our own way, by actively
and loudly loving whomever we choose and by
doing so publicly, we can
send these youth the message that change is coming
to them — that they are
valuable and that they can
be whatever identity they
choose to craft for themselves. We are recruiting
your children, Michele —
and boy, will they be happy

9
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“What?! Oh, my God, no. No!”
- Marcela Colmenares ’13
“Can I just say I like Star Wars?”
- Caroline Pearl ’14
“My high school boyfriend called me Ewok.
He still does.”
- Emma Sajsa ’14
“George Lucas wouldn’t change it if he
didn’t know what he was doing.
But I’m not going to buy it.”
- Padraig Duna ’14

							

By Holly Anderson
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College Sustains Local Post Office Despite National Cuts
The Post Office owes its profitability to student postages sales and P.O. Boxes rented by the College.
TALIA MINDICH
In recent weeks, as a
widening deficit drew the
United States Postal Service
closer to defaulting than
ever before, the postmaster
of Gambier breathed easily.
The Gambier Post Office is one of only a handful of branches that turns a
profit despite plummeting
mail volume over the last
decade.
Gambier’s steady profit
will likely save the branch
from the cost-cutting measures that Postmaster General Patrick R. Donohue has
been pushing before Congress, Postmaster of Gambier Danna Bosche said.
“The Gambier Post Office is self-sustaining,” Bosche said. “A lot of that is
thanks to the presence of
Kenyon College.”
It is not easy to quantify the role Kenyon plays
in supporting the Post Office, however. As a newspaper clipping hanging
from the office wall reads,
“The affairs of the village
and Kenyon College have

been so intermingled that
it is sometimes difficult to
tell where the village ends
and the college begins.” In
fact, the first Gambier Post
Office dates back to 1832,
eight years after Kenyon
was founded.
National
cost-cutting
measures include laying off
120,000 workers — nearly
one-fifth of the agency’s
workforce. There are also
plans to close up to 3,700
postal locations and ending
Saturday mail delivery.
Many of the post offices
slated to close serve rural
towns, but Bosche said she
is not concerned about the
future of Gambier. Switching to five-day service would
not affect P.O. Box delivery,
she said.
It would, however, impact the rural community of Gambier, since only
those located within the village limits receive a free box.
Bosche said that carriers deliver to approximately 600
businesses and residents,
many of whom receive prescriptions and newspapers
by mail.

Though the Post Office itself will likely avoid
cutbacks, Gambier has not
eluded the national trends
that have diminished revenue and increased prices for
this government agency. Total mail volume in Gambier
is down by 1.2 percent since
last August (volume has
dropped 22 percent nationally over the past five years)
and the office’s utility bills
have risen.
Gambier offset this difference by cutting expenses,
Bosche said. The Post Office trimmed labor costs by
switching from manual to
automated processing by
machines in Columbus, as
well as by hiring contractors
for seasonal work.
Revenue comes from
selling stamps and services,
since the Post Office receives no money from the
government. One source of
revenue is P.O. Box rentals,
over 50 percent of which go
to Kenyon for the students.
“For a college to rent
P.O. Boxes to use — it’s unusual. But we’re grateful
they do,” Bosche said.

ELIZABETH BRAND

The backroom of the Post Office, where students’ packages and letters are received and sorted into P.O. Boxes. Non-student residents living within the village limits receive a free box.
The merging of college
and town mailrooms fosters
social interaction among
the village community and
creates a “social hub,” said
the postmaster.
Professor of Music Benjamin Locke agreed with
Bosche’s characterization
during his daily stop at the
Post Office last Thursday.
“You intersect with people
not only from the community, but with students, col-

leagues, alumni,” he said.
“The only thing we need
is a coffee machine. And tables. I think this is MiddleGround without the food,”
he said.
Julie Fahling, a counter
clerk, has been working for
the Postal Service for more
than 23 years. She transferred from the post office
in Howard, Ohio to Gambier about a year and a half
ago.

Referring to the move,
Fahling said, “There’s no
comparison at all. The revenue that comes here — we’re
a lot busier.”
Part-time workers are not
immune to layoffs, Fahling
said. When asked whether
she felt secure in her job,
Fahling said, “I hope so, but
that’s not a guarantee.”
“I just have to make sure
to do my job right,” she added.

Biologist-Author Slonczewski Publishes Seventh Sci-Fi Novel

J

enny joined students and parents in
the third line, FRONTERA COLLEGE PREORIENTATION. ... In her
toybox a form opened, ten pages of waivers
in fine print, the undersigned to acknowledge the experimental nature of the space
habitat; that space
debris puncture,
solar flare blackouts ... cosmic ray
exposure ... and infections ... were all
potential mishaps
of college life on the
high frontier.
AUGUST STEIGMEYER
In Professor of Biology
Joan Slonczewski’s world of
The Highest Frontier, the artificial machines that advanced
human technology for thousands of years have been predominately replaced by living
machines — organic processes
that are utilized in transportation, medicine and industry.
Even as humans have reaped
the benefits of the natural
world, however, a new biological enemy threatens their survival: an alien biofilm with a
rapidly evolving RNA genome

is spreading across the planet.
In the midst of this ecological turmoil, the American
political scene is experiencing its own chaos. The election of 2108 is too close to call
and the deciding votes for the
President of the United States
could rest on the students at
Frontera College, which is in
orbit thousands of kilometers
from the surface of the Earth.
Threats from Homeworld Security and a non-human enemy could impede students’
ability to cast the tie-breaking
votes in the historic election.
Slonczewski has received

acclaim for her previous science fiction novels A Door
Into Ocean, which won a John
W. Campbell award, Daughters of Elysium, The Children
Star and Brain Plague. Her
latest novel, released Tuesday,
has already generated positive
reviews from NPR, science
fiction author L.E. Modesitt,
Jr., who called it “an unnervingly brilliant novel,” and
Dreamsnake and Star Trek
IV author Vonda McIntyre,
who described it as a “rollercoaster, space-elevator ride.”
Hollywood also expressed interest in the book even before
its official release, according to
Slonsewski.
Slonczewski places the
genesis of this novel as far
back as the year 2000. At the
time, her most recent novel
Brain Plague had not done
well commercially. Her publisher, looking for a way to rectify the unfortunate returns
from Brain Plague, wanted to
cash in on the Harry Potter
craze and asked Slonczewski
to write something more universal and commercially successful.
“I read Harry Potter and
I looked at that and thought,
well, this is a book by someone who knows a Scottish
boarding school, and I know
American college, so I’ll try
doing that,” Slonczewski said.
“What I thought I could do
was write about ideas that in-

terested me but try to actually
use some of the underlying
plot devices of Harry Potter and see if I could come up
with a book that could actually sell commercially better than some of my previous
books.
“There are a lot of ideas I’ve
had since I’ve been teaching at
Kenyon and a lot of the background on this story is based
both on my own experiences
as an undergraduate as well
as my experiences in teaching,” Slonczewski said. She’s
keeping the amount that Kenyon influenced the college
setting in her novel to herself. “I think I’ll leave that to
the reader to decide,” she said.
She does admit, however, that
some of the story is derived
from her own college experience. Some of the students at
the orbiting school bring robotic guardians, which Slonczewski said is inspired by a
true story. One of her classmates at Bryn Mawr College was a Saudi princess who
brought her bodyguard to college with her.
Not all events in the novel
are based on events of the past,
but some of the predictions
that Slonczewski makes about
the future seem to be coming
true. “The Highest Frontier has
taken 10 years to write and
I think the world has finally
caught up to the things I was
writing about then because so

many of the issues that were in
that book are suddenly here
today,” she said. “We are now
building nanoscale motors out
of DNA that act as a motor
or a device. That’s now really
happening. ”
Using viruses to treat the
world’s deadliest diseases is
commonplace in the future
imagined in Frontier, but it
may not be so far away in the
present. Just this year, the first
HIV-derived cure was developed. “Interestingly, it was
not reported as such. It was
reported as a cancer cure using
a lentiviral vector that transforms someone’s T cells to
cure the cancer,” Slonczewski
said. “None of the news stories said this was based on the
AIDs virus, but I know that’s
what a lentiviral vector is. [It’s]
derived from the AIDs virus.”
The work of renowned science fiction author Robert
Heinlein has been a significant influence on Slonczewski’s work. “I really admire
Heinlein’s novels about families and family relationships
and this book is certainly in
that genre,” she said.
Ursula Le Guin’s anthropological approach to her novels is something Slonczewski
said she also takes into consideration when developing certain characters and cultures.
Personally, Slonczewski
said she learned a lot from
writing this particular book.

“For ten years my editor and
my agent were completely unenthusiastic about this project
and despite that I kept at it,
and when they finally saw it,
it was really good,” she said.
“If you’re writing something
that you really believe in then
you should stick to it and not
be discouraged.” She said she
also had to teach herself to
write for a broader audience
in an attempt to be more accessible. This included toning
down much of the technical
language so the average reader
could get into the story. “The
orignal draft had more science
in it, more scientific explanations, and I edited down a lot
of that because I thought it
was too much for the non-scientific reader,” she said.
If this book is successful,
there will be a sequel, Slonczewski said. “Part of what
happens next involves a more
international approach,” she
said. In the next story, Slonczewski said she wants to focus
more on the Hispanic theme
she starts in Frontier. “The
United States is presented
as a society that is Hispanic
throughout … the protagonist
is a Cuban-American student.
So in my next book I will plan
to show what happens to her
next in the story in which she
goes back to Cuba ... to a special research institute ... to figure out what’s going on with
the alien invaders.”
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Women’s Rugby Routed by Big Red Golf Places Ninth
at Denison Invite

NINA ZIMMERMAN
The lights at the Denison
University football stadium
shone down on the field last
Saturday night, Sept. 10 as a
preseason game of rugby between two old rivals raged
on. The Kenyon Women’s
Rugby Club got the opportunity to play under the
lights in a matchup against
the Denison Women’s Rugby Club in commemoration

of the 25th anniversary of
the founding of Dension’s
club.
“It was awesome,” Kenyon club president Molly
McCleary ’14 said. “They put
on music over the speakers
and then the lights came on.”
Though they lost 58-5,
McCleary said the team was
more than satisfied with the
effort and grit they showed
the Big Red.
“[The score is] really not

a representation of how we
actually played,” McCleary
said. “At no point did we
give up. Even when we were
down by a lot … everyone
still played really hard and
went all out.”
The match was also an
opportunity to ease the six
Ladies rookies into the sport
before the regular season. At
the time of the match the
rookies had only been playing rugby for roughly four

Volleyball Breaks Even in Tournament
JANIE SIMONTON
The Kenyon College women’s volleyball team was in search
of one thing last weekend: revenge.
The team bounced back and
broke even after a loss in this past
weekend’s tournament on Sept.
9 and 10, according to Head
Coach Katie Charles.
“We went 2-2 [in this past
weekend’s tournament] and beat
Marietta College after having
lost to them last week,” Charles
said.
Outside hitter Sierra DeLeon
’14, who tucked 22 kills under
her belt on Saturday alone, said
the team lost to Penn State Behrend and St. Vincent, but won
against Marietta and D’Youville
College. None of the four is a
conference team.
“We have a tendency to play
up or play down to a team, but
we’re working on that,” DeLeon
said. “We definitely [improve]
with really intense teams. [We
are] faster, quicker, sharper [and]
ready to go [when we play those
teams].”
Charles said Ana Maricic ’14
(tournament stats: 39 kills, 10 services aces, five digs, three blocks),
Laura Harris ‘12 (10 kills against
Penn State Behrend) and DeLeon had strong weekends for the
team. Hannah Shank ’15 (134
assists throughout the course of

COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE

Sierra DeLeon ’14 is one of several key returning players for the Ladies volleyball team.
the tournament) and Crystal Piras ’12 (70 digs throughout the
course of the tournament) also
rattled the gym.
Charles cited only one upperclassman as a key player, but
she said the Ladies are a veteran
team — an attribute she expects
to help them throughout the season.
“We are finally a veteran
team,” Charles said. “We have
a strong core of upperclassmen
[and] … six starters returning
from last year. We are big and
stronger than we have ever been.”
DeLeon, however, said that
the team has a lot of new additions to figure out.
“Our team has a lot of power,
but we’re still working on the

chemistry,” DeLeon said. “We
pulled through [this weekend],
but there were some places where
we lost but we shouldn’t have. I
can’t even emphasize [how much
more advantaged we are] from
last year. We have more people,
more height [and] more talent.
We just haven’t figured out how
to play together yet.”
DeLeon said that while the
team may still be in the process
of figuring things out, she has no
doubt that it can only get better.
“We’ve had two tournaments
already and with two more [before we start playing conference
teams] and all the playing experience [we’ll get from those], we
can only get better from here, so
I’m really excited to see where this

goes,” DeLeon said.
Since Charles joined the
coaching staff in 2008, this will
be the first season in which she’ll
have coached the seniors since
they were first years, something
she said will be advantageous to
the team.
“I think the amount of experience we have [together] will
be a big factor in how the team
does,” Charles said. “We have
also raised the expectation level
of ourselves and the program and
think we can compete at a very
high level.”
The Ladies are currently 5-3
for the season and are scheduled
to play in the Centre College
Classic tournament this coming
weekend.

ROB WENNEMER
The Lords golf team
hit the links this past
weekend for the Denison
University Fall Invitational, its first match of
the 2011-2012 season.
With a two-day total
score of 685, the Lords
finished in ninth place
among their competitors
at the tournament, which
was held at Granville Golf
Course.
“I think we played well,
but we still have a long
way to go,” Head Coach
Chris Ehmer said. “This
is definitely a learning experience for all of us.”
Learning and development will be key for the
Lords this season, since
their roster features a
first-year-heavy squad and
a new coach.
Ehmer takes the reins
as a head golf coach for
the first time this year,
but understands what it
will take to cultivate his
young group.
“They got a lot of experience [this weekend] as
far as seeing what it takes
to compete at the next
level,” Ehmer said of his
underclassmen. “The college scene is a little different: different pace, different mindset. But we can
adapt.”
Having a short memory
while on the golf course
is a skill with which even
seasoned players struggle, but the young Lords
swung with confidence,
even when shots did not
go their way.
“We would miss a putt,
but we wouldn’t let that
weigh us down for the
next one, we would come
back and knock it in,”
Ehmer said.
Five of the six players
that make up the Lords’
roster are underclassmen. They are led by captain Jack Marra ’12, who
brings valuable experience
to the team.
Marra posted a team
best 79 for Saturday’s
round and finished the
weekend with a total of
168.
In addition to consistently scoring low, Marra
understands the need to
support his younger teammates.
“As a captain of the golf
team, I try to encourage
teammates to the best of
my ability and provide any
prior course knowledge
or advice that is needed,”
Marra said. “The best

thing is to keep everybody
focused and make sure
everybody goes out there
with the best attitude possible.”
Even Marra, however,
could not top the performance of Alex Bickle ’15,
who returned to the clubhouse with a team-low of
159 at the culmination of
the contest.
Drew Gilligan ’14 and
Ben Payner ’15 added
marks of 179 apiece, completing Kenyon’s fourscore total.
Wittenberg University
shot lower than any other
team at the event, claiming victory with a two-day
total of 566. Their very
own Jordan Millice won
medalist honors as well,
with an individual best of
140.
The Lord’s spring

“

Playing with
confidence and
staying positive is
the best thing we
can do.

“

COURTESY OF MOLLY MCCLEARY

The Women’s Rugby Club opens their regular season play this Saturday, Sept. 17 at home
against Oberlin College.

days, according to McCleary.
“The rookies had never
seen a game before, and we
hadn’t played full contact in
practice really because you
don’t want to just throw that
at the rookies,” she said. “We
didn’t want to play them a
ton because they’ve never
played, and that’s not safe for
them or for the other team.
We tried to get them in as
much as was good for them
to try to get a hang of everything. And they did pretty
well.”
Defeats are almost always
learning experiences, especially when they take place at
the beginning of the season,
and this game was no exception, McCleary noted.
“Now we’re in a really
good position to be ready
to work on what we need to
work on and then be ready
for our regular season schedule, which starts on Saturday,” McCleary said.
The first official game of
the season is scheduled for
this Saturday at 11:00 a.m.
on the rugby pitch behind
the KAC. The Ladies will
face the Oberlin College
Yeowomen, and the match
should be a good one.
“We’re really optimistic
about the season,” McCleary
said. “It’ll be a fun game with
Oberlin. It will be very wellmatched.”

Jack Marra

competition holds more
importance than their
matches in the fall, but
this time of year provides
a valuable opportunity for
players to develop their
game.
“A lot of guys on the
team have made some
good improvements on
their strokes since the
beginning of the year,
so we should be much
more competitive in the
spring,” Gilligan said. “As
long as we keep working
hard throughout the winter, we should be in for a
pretty solid spring.”
The Lords will be hosting the Kenyon Invitational at their own Mount
Vernon Country Club on
Sept. 24 and 25, which
will mark the end of their
fall schedule.
Team morale is running high as the Lords
return home to familiar fairways for their last
tournament of 2011.
“With some prior collegiate tournament experience and a huge home
course advantage, we expect a better performance
at Mount Vernon Country Club,” Marra said.
“Playing with confidence
and staying positive is the
best thing we can do.”
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Lords Football Fumbles, Unable to Tackle Terriers
ANNA DUNLAVEY
The Lords emerged from
their Saturday game against Hiram College discouraged in the
wake of their second loss of the
season. Despite the loss, the team
showed great improvement after last week’s game against the
Oberlin College Yeomen.
Last week, they ran up a total
of 107 offensive yards to the Yeomen’s 419 and lost 42-0. Against
Hiram, the Lords played a more
even game, gaining 442 offensive yards to the Terriers’ 427
only to lose 16-13.
The Lords led for a good
portion of the game, thanks to
a five-yard touchdown by Dan
Shannon ’13, and a sack by Reed
Franklins ’14, who steamrolled
the quarterback in the fourth
quarter. Trouble arose when the
Terriers blocked a 29-yard field
goal attempt by Max Chodosh
’12, and shortly afterward scored
a six-yard touchdown. The Lords
had another chance to regain a
lead, but when the Terriers inter-

cepted Shannon’s pass at the 10yard line with less than 20 seconds left, it became clear that the
game was going to go to Hiram.
Still, Head Coach Ted Stanley saw a lot of progress. “From
the first game to the second,
we played faster and with more
passion,” he said. “We went
out there with a lot more confidence.”
One major difference he
noted was that during the first
game, the team went in with
some great expectations, but
without the drive to carry them
out.
“When you do not go into a
game and you do not play at the
right level, physically, emotionally, spiritually, effort-wise, and
your opponent does, they’re going to knock you out,” Stanley
said.
This week the Lords went in
with both high expectations and
the playing ability to carry them
out.
“Both teams played at a
pretty high level, so it was a com-

petitive game,” Stanley said. “We
were playing at a level where we
could win.”
Another difference Stanley
noticed from this week is the
team’s recognition that they
were in control. The players were
confident throughout the game.
There were some mistakes and
issues, but the team’s confidence
never waned. Up until the last
few seconds, according to Stanley, the players felt the game
would be theirs. After the game,
when they were feeling disappointed, Stanley offered some
words of wisdom.
“I told the team we … controlled the game pretty much
from start to finish,” he said.
“Even when we were behind early, when we were down 3-0, we
still felt like we had a good grasp
on it.”
Stanley praised many players on the team for their accomplishments and improvements
from their first game to their second, including Shannon.
“He threw for over 300 yards

DAVID HOYT

The Lords are now 0-2 after losing to the Hiram College Terriers last Saturday. They have
this weekend off before taking on Carnegie Mellon University at home on Sept. 26.
as a quarterback, which is a great
day,” Stanley said.
Shannon also made some
critical mistakes, however,
which is why Stanley said he
could represent the offense as a
whole. “We played really well,
we improved from last week, we
took some steps forward, but we
still made some mistakes at criti-

Field Hockey Falls to New Foe DePauw
RICHARD PERA
The Kenyon field hockey
team hosted its first home game
of the season on Saturday, falling
to DePauw University 2-0 on
McBride Field. The loss dropped
Kenyon to 1-3 and evened the
team’s North Coast Athletic
Conference record at 1-1.
The Ladies kept up with the
Tigers’ tough play through halftime, when there was still no
score, but DePauw struck twice
in the second half to seal the win.
“I was very happy with the
way we played in the first half,”
Head Coach Chrissy Needham
said. “We fought hard in the second half but weren’t able to produce very much offense.”
Saturday’s victory was DePauw’s first NCAC win in their
history, as the school joined the
conference in the off-season. The
2011 campaign will mark the
first time that Kenyon will face
the Tigers consistently.
“Going in, we didn’t know
very much about DePauw, but
we knew they were a quality program,” Needham said.
The DePauw field hockey
team is used to practicing on a
grass surface, which made them
particularly skilled at stopping
balls on McBride Field’s artificial turf. Needham also recognized how the Tigers’ individual
talent will lead to success in the
NCAC.
“They’re sound with basic
skills and have key players in key
positions,” she said. “They play

smart, and are certainly one of
the top programs in our conference now.”
Kenyon faced an obvious
size disadvantage on Saturday.
The Ladies had only a handful
of substitutes compared to DePauw’s full bench. The Tigers
amassed 25 shots on Kenyon’s
cage, keeping the Ladies’ defenders busy.
“Playing defense for so long is
frustrating,” Needham said. “It
wore us down.”
The offense suffered as well,
able to place only two shots
on DePauw’s net. Despite the
poor performance, the Kenyon
coaching staff is not concerned
that the lack of a consistent attack will be a lingering issue.
“I don’t think it’s going to be
a problem this season,” Needham said. “Being in this kind of
environment more will lead to
more opportunities [on goal].”
Needham was impressed,
however, with two of her players
this weekend. The second-year
coach praised with the offensive
presence of Alex Bair ’14. Although she is a defense midfielder on the roster, Needham gave
Bair some freedom to lead pushes in the opposing half, and Bair
was one of the main catalysts in
the few attacking chances Kenyon mustered against DePauw.
Needham also praised the play
of defender Katie Bean ’15 who
stopped several Tiger fast breaks
and kept the score close for much
of the game.
The Ladies have been

WILL AHRENS

The Ladies are scheduled to play nonconference opponent
the University of Rochester Saturday on McBride Field.
soundly defeated in three of
four matches already, but there
remains much excitement and
hope among the players.
“We are a very small team,
in numbers and physical size,”
Stephanie Ladman ’14 said.
“But with every obstacle comes
an advantage and I think that
we work harder as individuals
because of that. Each one of us
makes a positive difference on
the field.”
The 2011 season has just begun, but Kenyon has ambitious
plans. The coaching staff has

made sure that the players are
well aware of their objectives.
“I want us to be where we can
qualify for the conference tournament,” Needham said.
With DePauw joining the
NCAC this season, it will be a
tougher task for the Ladies. If
Kenyon is able to play more tactically against mid-range NCAC
opponents, the team should be
able to fulfill its goal.
“There is no doubt that we
can challenge for the top four
spots and get a shot at the championship,” Needham said.

cal times,” he said.
He also mentioned how running back Brett Williams ’13
helped the team. “Jordan Brooks
[’13] got injured in the second
half, and Brett took a step forward and had a great game,” he
said.
Derek Barbato ’13 also had
a good game on offense, while

Zach Morrow ’14, Kolin Sullivan ’14, Mike Papagni ’12 and
Will Clements ’13 played well
on defense.
The Lords’ next game is on
Sept. 26 against Carnegie Mellon. Since it is the Lords’ first
home game, Stanley is hoping
for a big turnout to support the
team.

KEVIN PAN

As always, though, the teams
could improve.
“Both teams need to focus
more on ‘racing’ in their meet,
rather than just ‘running’,” Gomez said. “By racing, the runners
are more focused on where they
are in the race, keeping the paces
up, running within themselves
and basically racing with the
competition. By just running, all
the runners are doing is focusing
on how far away the finish line
is and just running to finish the
race.”
Gomez said that looking
down the road, he hopes to see
improvement on the mental side
of the game.
“As far as improvement, the
Lords and Ladies continue to
improve in practices week after
week. We have a lot of work to
do in training both physically
and mentally,” he said. “Actually,
they all work very hard physically
on the course and on the roads; it
will be improving on the mental
aspects of their training and racing that will give them the opportunity to excel.”
And the upperclassmen are
doing all they can to motivate the
team to improve.
“The upperclassmen are really good, Patrick Meyers is a
great motivator and Willy Friedlander, Neil Campbell [’14], and
Jackson Cabo [’13] are all pushing the pace,” Dan Johnson ’15
said.

Cross Country
Strides Forward

Both the Lords and the Ladies have improved in their two
most recent cross country meets.
On Saturday, Sept. 10, the Lords
finished in 12th place at the
Ohio Wesleyan Invitational,
then had a solid sixth place finish
at the GLCA Championships
just a week later. As for the Ladies, the team had a ninth place
finish at the Ohio Wesleyan Invitational, then a fifth place finish
at the GLCA Championships.
Head Coach Duane Gomez
applauded the team’s performance.
“The meet was a very competitive meet for such an early
season meet,” Gomez said. “The
course was [a] very good one, and
the competition was great. So the
meet was excellent overall.”
Gomez highlighted a couple
of individuals who performed
well in particular.
“Jenna Willet [’14] ran a very
strong race,” Gomez said. “She
was very aggressive and jumped
off the starting line and placed
herself among the top runners
right away. And Jenna stayed
there throughout the race, finishing with an excellent early season
time, placing top 10 in GLCA.”
On the Lords’ side, Willy
Friedlander ’14 and Pat Meyers ’12 ran solid races and both
placed among the top 15 in the
GLCA Championship.

